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To the Right Worſhipful | 
HENRY FETHERSTONE, Bf 


High-Sheriff of the County of Eſſex, 
e ö 


I RicnARxD ExENARD, B, Foreman, 


S' Clopton Allen, B lan Bragg, Eld 
Samuel Tufnel, Eſqʒ George Bates, Eſq: 
ſohn Kemp, Eſq; Sam. Threſber, Eſq 
Edw. Luther, Eſq; Fames Claxon, Eſqz 
fobn Sewell, Eſq; |DavidGanſel, Ir G/ 
f. Hollingworth, Eſq; John 8 carp, Gent. 
Henry Somers, Eſq; Mal. Keble Eve, Gi 
Tho, Butler, Eſq; Pet. Willoughby, G 


Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt, 


Gentlemen, . : 
N Here give up this Sermon to You 


D) 5 . 
ee United Requeſts, in which I havg 
7 7 | 


l with great Freedom inquird intof 
and lamented our Unhappy Dil 
viſions in Church and State. And ſince You 
have judged it not unworthy of the Publich 


13 View 


| The DEDICATION. 
View, as YOU have thereby given ſo full : 
Proof of your own Peaceable Diſpolitions, ſo 
hope it may be a fair Omen, that the Day 
of Our being ALL FRIE ND S is not far 
removed. 

Tis with incredible Pleaſure 1 ſaw H ER 
MAJESTY moſt gracious Anſwer to the late 
Addreſs of both Houſes of Convocation, 

4s you are in a peculiar Maney, ſaid She, 
Wy Servants of the God of Peace, I depend upon you Bf bes 
WW Exerting your ſelves in Your reſpective Stations to I an 
; 1 Peace, and the true Intereſt of our moſt Ho- or 
5 Religion. 
Whether I have not obeyed our Excellent wo 
EQUEEN's Command, in the following Di- 
courſe, is ſubmitted to he] udgments of You., 
to whom it is Dedicated, by lik 


GENTLEMEN, | eo 
Your very Affectionate 
| Humble Servant, 


J. Raws0N. 


9 


ull 3 P ; | 
18, lo ' R O V. XIV. 34. | , 
bn Righteouſneſs Exalteth a Nation: Bu 
Sin i a Reproach to any People. 
ER a==SHESE Words are of the utmoſt im 
ie late © fer! portance, and diſcover the Secret 
ad Babi Springs of the trueſt Advancement oth 

1 She | Pl Diſhonour of a Nation; that the Riſc 
/ of it is not owing alone to the Num 

n J0u' ber and Valour of its Inhabitants, nor its Sinking 


ions to ¶ and Decay to the Loſs of Trade, to ill Harveſts; 


ſt Hi: MW or Unſucceſsful War: rather, as the Wiſe Many 
directed by the Spirit of God, here aſſures us, It is 

| Righteouſneſs Exalteth a Nation : But Sin is a Re. 
cellent proach to any People, f 
g Dil-W In the handling of this Text I ſhall Endeavout! 


1 You to prove 6 i 
' Hr, IN GENERAL, that Nothing is more 


likely to Exalt a Nation than Righteouſneſs; and uns 
der that Head ſhall inquire, what ſort of Rights 
eouſneſs does moſt contribute to that great End. | 
Secondly, That Sin is a Reproach to any People] 
that its Natural Tendency is to diminiſh them, or id 
make them little, As one Tranſlation reads it, on 
elle, to make them Miſerable, according to another. 
Thiraly, IN PARTICULAR, To whatPeopls 
it is moſt Reproachful and Diſhonoarable. B 
Firſt, IN GENERAL, That nothing is, &c. 
The Word RIGHTEOUSNESS ſignihes origi 
nally Juſtice and Equity. But that being a Principa | 
Duty enjoyn'd by Religion, and indeed ſo Exten! 
live, that all the reſt may in a manner be reduc'c 
| unde 


(2) 


under it; *tis not Strange that here, and in many. 
other places of Holy Scriptare, it is taken for the 
whole of a Religious Life. JUSTICE was in { 
great Credit and Eſteem among the Philoſopher; 
that they call it he moſt Excellent and Perfect of 
Virtues, They add, That the Evening and Morning 
Star, tho? moſt Glorious, are not ſo Shining and Ad. 
mirable, that it is noi the Part but the Whole of Virtue; 
and comprehends indeed alt others init, And ne N 
vonder they gave it thoſe large Encomiums, ſince the 
Win Scripture it lias given a Title to G O D himſelf — 
Wand is 2 Virtue in which he takes Delight. * Th 

Righteous Lord loveth Righteouſneſs, ſays th * 
EPSALMIST „His Countenance will behold the 

things that are Tut, And our BLESSED SAvious 
k by telling us, that + Bleſſed are they that do Hunge 10 
and Thirit after Righteouſneſs, has made its Title te 
Happineſs unqueſtionable. And the Wiſe Solomon Me 
in his Book of Proverbs, afſuring us in one place dun 
C [| That Righteouſneſs delivereth from Death; and i 
another, ** That it tendeth to Life, has evidently 
Eſhewn, that by it we are to underſtand all Virtues Gur 
which are the Fruits and Reſult of Religion, ever der 
Ad and Duty of ir, and a Holy Life; theſe ara, N 
they which Improve, Adorn and Advance a Na-Whtic 
tion; of which theſe may be the Reaſons. is K 
Hir, The very Nature of Virtue, even of Virtu une 
Jonely Moral, (and we know that True Religion i x, 
is mainly employed in commanding, encouraging tt 
and perfecting them,) is highly ſubſervient to the ut 
right ends of Government, and moſt Efficacious toMy” x 
the Preſervation and Good of Nations. ind 
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Thus for Inftance, [4.5 BY 
Erft, PRUDENCE, which amongſt the Car- 


* e or the Principal Virtues is calld the Q EE N 
bs hers of thera, how Inſtrumental is She in the Re- 
g o 1 gulation of Communities? 8 H E excludes from the 


Management of Affairs the Diſſolute and Immoral f 
s well Knowing, that they of all Men are unfity 
o Govern others, who ſo ill Command themſelves.s 
SHE Inſtructs the RULER Wiſely to hold} 
the Reins of Government, neither with too Strict 
nor too Remiſs a Hand, but on the one ſide to En. 
courage the Good, and on the other toDeter the Bad. 


Virtue, 
\ nd no 
„ lince 
1mſelt 

* Th 


'S NOSHE ſtin has an Eye to the Beginnings of all Mur- 
old the nurings andDiſcontents,and either by a juſt Sever14 
Nou in due time Checks the Authors of them, orf 
Hung ee by fit Conceſſions removes all the Cauſes and} 
Title to Pretences of them, In ſhort, Prudence inſtructs 
olomon i Men to ſee Dangers and Inconveniencies at a Di- 
N tance, and either by proper Remedies to divert 
a 


them, or elſe bravely to meet and oppoſe them. 
For Wiſdom dire&s Men to foreſee that, which 
Surpriſes the Ignorant and leſs Knowing. * Tis not 
„ eV) then the Brave and Bold Hand alone muſt advance 
ele are Nation; that cannot be done, unleſs the Reſo- 
2 Na utions of a Wiſe Council contribute to it. And 
is Prudence is ſo Servicable to the Raiſing or Ad- 
rancing a Nation, ſo 

Secondly, JUST CE, becauſe SHE is concern 
nthe Common Good, and the Advantage of all. 
Juſtice with anEqual Hand diſtributes the Rewards 
of Virtue and Vice, and Encourages the Googq 
and Deſerving, and permits not Unjuſt Mens 
to have any Power to abuſe the Innocent and 
Good, SH E Suffers no Corrupt Judge to give 
Frtial Sentence in Favour of the Rich and Great, 


* 1 


idently 
Virtues 


" Virtues 
lig ion is 
uraging 
t to the 
cious to 


(4) 
but by the Golden Rule of Equity keeps every onelifl 
in full poſſeſſion of his own. In © Government;l C 
where SHE prevails, Corruption will not take 
place, and no one ſhall be concern'd in the Ad.. 
miniſtration of Juſtice, whoſe Eyes can be blindedi 6 
with Gifts. C 
And as Juſtice contributes to this Great and 
Noble End, ſo | 
= Thirdly, T EMPERANCE, Which keeps the 
People in due Bounds, by which means they have 
no Occaſion to have Recourſe to forbidden and 
wicked Arts, to maintain themſelves in Extrava 
gancies and Irregularities. Tis the want of thi 
& Virtue fills the Sea with Pyrates, and the High 


8 way with Robbers and Thieves. It is the want off U 
= this makes Men Extortioners and Exactors, fills of 
Cities and Towns with Falſe Weights and Meaſure *" 
not leſs Abominable in the Eyes of God, than Dill © 
$ honourable to a People, among whom they ar * 
found. Again, 
Fourthly, Fox TiTUDE is not leſs conducive .. 
to the Exaltation of a Nation. Not that Falſe De 
Courage of Bravoes and Men heated by Wine; but 90 
that which is the Reſult of a good Conſcience, anc fly 
true Reſolution. For Yaloar is not the Audaciou ®: 
Sally of Deſperate Men, but a ſettled Habit 0 anc 
Mind, ariſing from a Senſe of Mens having diſſi '" 
charged their Duty, and being reconciled to God the 
Hence it is that CouxA dE and VIX Tu in! the 
= Learned Language, are both expreſſed by the ſam ”" 
1 word, and this by a People, Maſters both of th 10 
one and the other, an who well knew, tha" ® 
W where the one was not, the other was rarely founc * 
j No HERO then is to be compar'd with tb By 


CHRISTIAN one, the other is Brutiſh, Fierc 


(5) 1 
ind Implacable, Uneven and Irregular; but . 
Courage is ſteady, and the effect of the beſt of Cauſey 
That of him who is without God and Religion it 
the World may riſe like Flame, ſometimes to 
great height indeed, but ſoon it ſinks again: Buf 
Chriſtian Courage, like the Veital Fire, is ſtill the fame] 
conſtant and never put out. And he who is Bleff 
with this, will chuſe rather to act Defenſively? 
than invade his Neighbour, unleſs upon the ut} 
moſt neceſſity ; nor will uſe any baſe and treache\iﬀ 
tous Arts to enflave and conquer others, an 
thinks it no Glory to deal Ruin and Deſtruction 
the World. | _ 
And thus it apears, that Virtue is not only the 


ry one 


ments 
t take 
e Ad. 
inded 


at and 


8 the 
: have 
en and 
xtrava 
t of thi 


4 Ornament and Support, but 'tis alfo the Exalt ation 
rs. fl of any People: that it procures not only Honoug 
le ** and Credit from Abroad, but Safety and Security 
— Home ; and this is the Height of what any Nay 
hey ard ten can arrive at. Ik 
7 And the kinds oſ it moſt Conducing thereto, are 


Firſt, Eu ir and exact juſtice in all theis 
Dealings. Without theſe Men will avoid a King? 
dom, as an Habitation and Den of Thieves, and 
fly from it as unfit for Humane Society, and Coms 
munication with the reſt of Mankind. A rigid and 


»nducive 
at Falk 
ine; but 
nce, anc 


3 and inflexible Honeſty is not only a part of Religi 
ving di on, but of the beſt Policy alſo, ſince by that means 
| to God the PuBLtCx CREDIT is belt ſupported, and 
ns int the Reputation of a Nation beft kept up. For 
the ſam when once they are Sunk and Loſt, ſo will the Na- 
h of thi tion too; it being with Kingdoms as it is with Men, 
., tha once their good Names are impaired, they are 
1 * und Su repaired and made whole again ; the 
Wich tb Yorld ſeldom retracting an ill Opinion, as the 


tarth never pays back the Rain it has once res 


"th. Fierce | 
iſh, Fier bird. B Second. 


ang 


(6) 
* Secondly, There ſhould be alſo Huw a ITY and Wl nc 
ood Nature to Strangers, Virtues perhaps tending WM be 
more to the Honour of a Nation, than they ate th 
ommonly thought to do. Without zheſe we are; 
ardly to be rank'd among Creatures erndu'd with ti 
Rea ſon and Underſtanding, Inhumanity and Inci. 
vility ſinking a Men into the Character of th 
Brute. Beſides, Churliſhneſs and Moroſeneſs to u. 
thoſe who viſit us from other Lands, declat lit 
Jus to be Unhoſpitable; and Men unkindly re the 
TW ceived, will not fail of giving an ill Report of UM 
at their own Homes, and returning the like U ſagꝗ b 
upon proper Occaſions. ſe 
But I haſten to mention RiGHTEOuSNESMit ir 
| according to the Fulleſt and Noblelt Senſe, hi / 
k chiefly contributes to the Advancement and Exalt: ire 
tien of a Nation, and that is [az 
RELIGION, which is as it were a Band whiclWther 
holds all the Virtues together, and without which th Cou 
reſt will have little or no effect. For if Conſcieno ind 
and a Senſe and Awe of the Divine Eye over all theiſi Hov 
Actings influence not Men, the S EN AT Evi htte 
neither conſult the Honour of God nor of theiing : 
Country, the MAaG15TRATES Will not executq; beit 
Juſtice and Maintain Truth, nor the Subjects give du Men 
Obedience to thoſe who are ſet over them. Wunand 
out Religion Men will have no regard to the P end- 
Good, and care not how that ſuffers, fo they mai Men 
E reap Advantage by it. Without that Men may be 
Bribed to betray their Country, to be falſe to it ha 
trueſt Intereſt, nay to their very God: They vaiureci 
not the Welfare of the whole, ſo they may teould 
W thor own Accounts in Wealth, or Power, or R Eee 
venge. To conclude this Head -— IH Men wouWary, 
W-bur coflider the ill Conſequences of ſuch McaFucer 
ne” | ne, 
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ifs and Treachery, and would act by the very 
belt, 1. e. a Religious Principle, the Propoſition of 
the Wiſe Man would then ſoon be verified, 1 
That Righteouſneſs would not fail of Exalting a Nai 
tion, M 

And this leads me to my ſecond Particular, viz, 
That Sin is a Reproach to any People, that its nay 
tural Tendency is to diminiſh them, or make them 
irtle, as one Tranſlation reads it, or elſe, to makg 
them miſerable, according to another. 4 
Now to ſet this in a Clearer Light, we ſhall 
ook into ſeveral National Sins, in which we ſhalk 
ke how nearly they affect the Publick, and touch 
tin its Vital parts. 4 
As Firſt, If GLuTToNY and DRUNKENNESS 
ire the National Vices, how do they make Men 
Lazy and Unactive, how do they indiſpoſe 
them for Acts of Virtue and true Bravery and 
Courage, and put them upon mean Deſigns ot 
inding Fuel for their Luxury and Intemperance A 
How little Concern have they for the Honour and 
Intereſt of the Publick, intent only on the gratify- 
nga Craving and Luxurious Appetite ! The No- 
dleit Deſigns are loſt and fink into nothing, when 
Men not Sober have the Management of them, 
and feldom has it been ſeen, that Succeſs has at- 
ended any Action directed or executed by 
Men made Brave only by Wine, and not by 
he true motives of Valour. 'Tis true indeed, 
t has been ſometimes ſeen, that Raſhneſs and 
lrecipitancy have been more Fortunate than} 
would reaſonably be expected, but ſtill tho the 
lets have been by chance ſo very extraordi4 
ary, yet no Wiſe Man would depend upon fol 
certain a Cauſe. Iatemperance is one of the mol 
| ture 


| 


CT) 

fure and certain Foundations of Ruine in a Fami. 
Iy,the Epitome of Mingdom, bringing Poverty, Miſe. 
ry and Shame into it : and it holds no leſs true in 


Nations, which will not fail of tottering, moul. Wl d: 
dring and decaying, when Men void of Sobriety MW th 
govern and preſide in them, And the Concluſion is Ml ar 

moſt Natural, becauſe it breaks and enfeebles a Vi- St 
gorous Conſtitution, it diminiſhes and deſtroys v 

Mens Underſtanding, Capacity and Strength, and br 

& (what ought much to be regarded) it vaſtly pre- ar 

judices not only the preſent, but alſo future Ge- N 

nerations. And as all Univerſals are made up of W gr 

Particulars, ſo no queſtion but as the Crimes and 

CE Guilt affect the Publick, ſo will the Miſchie's Ml 2 

too. | | th 

But again, Secondly, Another Sin in which Na. V 

tions are too often concern'd is UNCLEANNESs WM th 

and thi likewiſe, as it is ſcandalous and reproachful, MW Pr 
ſo alſo is it pernicious and prejudicial to a People. It Ir 

taints and corrupts the Blood, enfeebles and de- Fr 
baſes the Race, it brings Rottenneſs and Putreſa- ar 

Aion into the Fleſh and Bones, It takes away all lip 

the Reliſh and Delight to be found in Virtuous andi fu 

Brave Actions, and as the Apoſtle affirms of Luſts, br 
that * they drown Mex in Deſtruction and Per- Di 
Aitian, ſa I may add, that they fo ſeize Men andi eſt 

# ſurround them like Waves, that 'tis impoſſible ro W 
eſcape Death and Ruine. Te 
Again, Thirdly, UNCHARITABLE and Fit ® c ill the 

ST ExNMITIES, as they produce Diſunion and Sed H. 
tious Contentions, ſo are they no leſs fatal than tha Oi 

| others - and for this we haye bis word who could tea 
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Fam. MY not Err. „ Eu Kingdom, fays H x, dividel . 
Miſe. guinſt it ſelf, s brought to deſolation, and every Citi 
rue in Wl or Houſe divided againſt it ſelf ſhall not land, St 
moul- dangerous are Miſunderſtandings and Factions 


briety W that Deſtruction muſt inevitably follow them 
ſon is Ml and *ris ( humanly ſpeaking) impoſſible that: 
s a Vi. State ſhould be Great and Happy, which is not al 
ſtroys MW Unity with it ſelf, + A threefold Cord is not quickly 
1, and broker, ſaid the Wiſe Solomon; when complicated 
y pre- ¶ and in conjunction'tis hardly poſſible to break it, but} 
re Ge- MW when ſingle and diſunited, 'tis done with the 
: up of Ml greateſt Eaſe. 7 
es and Once more, Fourthly, The greateſt Reproach to 
iſchiefs 2 People are IX RELIGION and PROrHANENESss, 

the Parents of the Numerous Offspring of all other 
ch Na. Vices ; of ſo deteſtable and horrid a Nature, that 
(NESS, they almoſt diſſolve all Societies, in which they are 
,achful, MW Predominant, From this unhappy Spring, flow 


ople. It Irregularities and wild Debauches, from hence 
and de-W Frauds and Deceits are derived; And where there 
Putreſa . ¶ are a Neglect andContempt of theOrdinanceof Re 
way all ligion, the Judgments of God uſually fall heavy of 
ous andi ſuch a Wicked People. For where that Band ii 
ff Luſts/ broken, there muſt of neceſſity be Confuſion and 
nd Per} Diſorder, and every Evil Work, that being the ſtrong! 
en and eſt Tye, and moſt ſolid Cement to Mankind 


ſſible rofl When Men have remov'd from their Minds all tho 


Terrors of another World, no wonder if they allow 


i1 ER C bl themſelves all the Liberties of hi; for how ſhould 
nd Sedia Humane Laws be ſuppoſed to reſtrain thoſe on whors 
than tn Divine Sanctions have no force? In ſhort, he whi 
ho coulqſ fears not the Torments of Hell, and is unconcern't 


— — — — 


| 
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Matt. 12. 25. f Eccleſ, 4. 12, 
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at the Comminations of that dreadful place; if he 
egards only the Gallowsand Gibbet, why ſhould 
We not be a Murderer, or a Robber, when he can 
Wbe ſo with Security and Impunity, without the 
expectation of a preſent or future Puniſhment ? It 
Wis then very plain, that without Piety no one 
ran either be a good Man or a good Subject; 
Wand where can there be a good Security for Rulers 
Wa mong thoſe who have no Senſe of any Inviſible Be. 
gg? One may dwell with Untam'd Lyons and 
[Tygers, as ſafely as with them. 

Thus it fully appears, That Sin is 4 Reproach to 
Bey People, It remains that I proceed, 

8 Thirdly, and laſtly to enquire, to what People IN 
PARTICULAR z © moſt Reproachful and Diſho- 
Pour able. 

Firſt, To CHRISTIANS doubtleſs; becauſe 
Whey are bleſt, with a more Pure and Holy Religi- 
Pn, than the reſt of Mankind. To them is the Word 
bf Salvation ſent, and as none have ſo true aKnow- 
edge of God's ways, ſo none are ſo unexcuſable as 
Whey, if they tranſgreſs them, For Chriſtianity 
Ways the ſtrongeſt Obligations on its Profeſſors to 
to lead Holy and Unblameable Lives; and to ſhew 
Show Exemplary and Excellent we ought to be, we 
Are bid, * To be perfect, even as our Heavenly Father 
perfect. No Piety ſo exact as that our great 
IMaſter has enjoyn'd us on the heavieſt Penalties, 
Band if Sin were a Reproach ev'n to thoſe who 
knew not God, much more ſo to thoſe, whom he 
Shas been pleaſed to enlighten by fo full and gra- 
Wcious Diſpenſation of his Will, as to come down 
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1 
himſelf from Heaven, to inſlruct and direct them.] 

But, Secondly, Sin is more particularly reproach: 
ful to REEORMD CHRISTIANS, who havi 
remov*d themſelves from the Abominations of thi 
Church of Rome, For if they could not bear thi 
Impurities of her Doctrines, how can they endurd 
Impurities in their own Lives? ſuch Practices ard 
inconſiſtent with ſuch Pretences of Piety, and it i 
vain for Men to ſhake off the Errors of thatPollutec 
Church, if they ſhake not off their own. Thi 
Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord, was th 
Cry of ſome of the Jews of old, as if that alone 
would ſecure them fromGod's Anger, when they dic 
not perform what was taught in that Holy place. 

Farther ſtill, Thirdly, As among good thing 
there are ſome better, and ſome beſt, fo even amon 
the Reformed Churches I may boldly ſay, thai 
THAT CHURCH, of which we are the hap: 
py Members, is I HE VERY BEST OF ALL 
And as our means of Knowledge and Opportunities 
of Improvement are great and remarkable, ſo is it 
a high Aggravation ot every Sin, and mult leave 
us without Excuſe at the laſt day. For, how ad: 
mirably ſuted are our PUBLICK PRAYERS 
to excite Devotion, how Humble and Ardent out 
Confeſſions and Supplications, how Juſt and yet Eleva! 
ted our Thanksgivings, and how Sober and Ins 
ſtructive every part, that HE mult have a Heart 
very Careleſs or Inſenſible, on whom they make 
no Impreſſion 9 We have no Doctrines, which 
either are not expreſly to be found in Holy Scriptare, 
or by neceſſary and unavoidable Conſequence tC 
de drawn trom thence ; they come not to us by the 
Muddy and Polluted Stream of Tradition, or the 
wild Fancies of Viſionaries and Enthuſiaſticks. .. By 
diſclaiming any MERIT in our ſelves WE keep 
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an lagenuous Temperis a Sore Burthen; it will 
ot fail alſo of Loading us with unſpeakable Tor- 
nent hereafter, ſuch as will make us wiſh, tho? 
hat Wiſh will be in vain, that we bad never been 
W. 

And now what remains ſhall be by way of 
PPLICATION from what has already been 
klivered. 

firſt, We ſee the great Importance of RIGH- 
[POUSNESS.z, e. of RELIGION and VIRTUE; 
uch *ris underſtoood to comprehend. Without 
no Succeſs is to be expected in the moſt hope- 
il Undertakings, ſince the Wickedneſs of thoſe In- 
reſted in them may provoke Almighty God, and 
wall probability will, to 6b/aſ# and bring to 
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dorn'dWp#ught, even the beſt- laid Deſign, with the Breath 
olomon Wb» Mouth. It highly. then concerns every Man 
nd Mo Reform, as well for the ſake of the Publick, as 
J theifWs own. The Mercies indeed of God are fo great, | 


at he often ſpares the Bad for the ſake of the 
ood, and permits as well the Tares as Wheat to 
yow up to the Harveſt ; Yet does it ſometimes ha 

en too, that he may not favour the Good, becauſe 
the great Increaſe of the Wicked, and both may 


Decen 
eſſary 
RC 
n the 
he trut 


1mitivF« 1nvolv'd in a Terrible and Common Ruine. So 

ciplineWOery Gracious was he, that he would have preſer- 
of tied the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and (in ap- 
DecenoWearance ) all their Dependencies, for the fake of 


on the EN Righteous Perſons, could ev'n ſo few have 
viſe an en found there; but when that ſmall Number 


ze to iges wanting, Juſtice then took place, and thoſe 
the belfWominable Wretches were deitroy'd in a moſt 
oncludWarful and unheard of manner. Theſe things art 
hat Sitten for OUR Warnings, and tho W E have for 


any years been Viſited with Salvation gather than 


10? # 
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Judginents, ſurely the worſt uſe that we can make 
ſof it is, That becauſe God, has been long Pati. 
ent, he will ever be fo, and that he will ſuffer any 
| Nation to affront his Goodneſs, and for ever to 
contemn his Grace, 
SGod has hitherto ſuffered the Perſecuting Chur 
| of Rome to flouriſh, to puniſh and to humble uz 
gas he did the Jebaſites among the Children of Ifral 
and her Sons of Violence would no queſtion be ſtil 
glad to deſtroy US. But let our Practices, Once 
Reform'd, be as Pure as our Doctrines are, and 
perſuade my ſelf God will never expoſe us to thok 
Men whoſe Mercies are Cruel, and who can haven 
Compaſſion for thoſe who in the leaſt differ fron 
them, becauſe they think them excluded from Sal 
vation, by being ſo from their Corrupt and Idol 
trous Congregations, N 
And as POPERY is our open, conſtant and un 
diſguis'd Enemy, and which would give us 1 
Quarter, ſhould God for our Sins ſuffer it to pre 
vail at any time over us: So I hope we ſhall neue 
think our ſelves too Secure from a Cunning Powe 
ful and ever- active Adverſary, that has always 
many well choſen Engines working, and that h: 
no Scruples to reſtrain it from the moſt Baſe an 
Diabolical Actions, and has always a Dagge 
ready to ſtab hat Heart which will not receive i. 
Nothing then can avert Calamities of ſucha N 
ture, but Faith, Repentance and good Work 
and an Unfeigned Love of God and Goodneſs. 
Gwe would eſcape theſe Effects of his Juſtice, 4 
ny hold of his Mercy, the Declar'd Eſtabliſh 
Condition muſt be comply'd with, viz. The. 
mendment of our Lives. Let us then aband 
So, as a fatal Enemy to our Private and Publ 
. | Happil 


—— 
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Happineſs, involving in Misfortunes inextricable, 
dur Selves, our Families, and even our whole Na- 
non. f 
Let it then be conſidered ſeriouſly, how great 
the Forfeiture, and ineſtimable the Loſs we ſhould 
ncur, if by our Corruptions and Impenitence God 
u ſhould be provok'd to remove from us this Glorious 
f Ira light of his Truth, we walk ſo unworthy of. 
1 be (ill And the Conſtitution in the State ſuggeſts a like | 
's, one Thought, fince we juſtly boaſt, that it is of that 
:, and happy Mixture and Temperature; that the 
to tho e RITINCEs Power, and the Subjects Liberty are 
have both of them ſufficiently taken Care of, and both 
er fronf them are as happy, as they wiſh to be. 
rom Sal Shall we not therefore be mov'd at the uncom- 
d Idoa non Value of what our Wickedneſs may deftroy, 
and be aſham d to fall (at leaſt) from ſo great 
t and un fleight? Rather being ſo well provided for in| 
e us boch our Religious and Civil Capacity, let us com- 
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it to piegpeat our Felicity by complying with thoſe good 

all neVBneans appointed for it, and be aſham'd of SIN, 

g owe hich indeed is our greateſt Reproach ; and ſtudy 

1ways to make thi 4 Righteous Nation, highly Favour'd 

| that by the Lord. For the Righteouſneſs of a People 

Ba ſe Will be more available to their Happineſs, than 

 Dags Wy Humane Policy without it; for the Righteous 

ceive I Whave God's expreſs Promiſe, that he will never leave 

ucha Men, nor forſake them and that he will be their 

d Woran Helper. A SHIELD, to keep off e- 

dnels. Niery thing that may annoy them; and a HELPER, | 
(tice, ao help them to all the Good they ſtand in need 

table; and no more is requiſite to the Happineſs of a a 
. The eople. 

abandiſ Let every one then, without little or low re- 


id Publ 


g ards, endeavour, by being truly Religious, to Ad- 
app 4 F 
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vance the Honour and Happineſs of this Church 
and Nation. And if there muſt be an Emulatio 
among us, let it be, Who ſhall be moſt Pious anc 
© Devout, moſt Quiet and Peacable, who ſhall moſt 
Promote the Honour of God, and under him that 
Jof our Excellent QUEEN, who ſhall give moſt 
Comfort to her Lite, and Length to her Days 
This is a Commendable Rivalry ; and let the nex 
be, who ſhall be moſt active in putting out thy 
T preſent Raging Fires of Contention, which, if no 
8 Extinguiſh'd in time, may at length flame out t 
our Ruine, | 
For may it not give us juſt cauſe to fear the work 
# eſpecially when our Sins towards God, and wan 
of Chriſtian Charity to our Neighbour, may mak 
us Ripe for ſome heavy Judgment, and the ver 
vworſt of ExpeQtations? For ſo Unnatural are 0 
&# Diviſions in the CHURCH, where they lea 


ought to be; and our Quarels in the State are no E 
carried on with an Acrimony fo unuſual, that vi 
Tears are ſufficient to bewail them. di 
And altho' to mediate between Exaſperated Pal or 
ties is uſually a thankleſs Office, and David's Con ar 
plaint is not yet out · dated N hen we ſpeak 7 Peaꝗ Fi 

8 Men make them ſelves ready for Battel.— Yet ſure it ¶ is 
no Crime to ask, whether there is, or indeed c ar 
be, a juſt Cauſe of our preſent Animoſities, ti w: 
in fo Unchriſtian and unheard of Manner, we be 
vile each other, and labour and ſtudy to widen ii R. 


| Diſagreement? : II 
And ſurely none ſo proper for this bleſſed Wo gi 

as W E who Preach the GOSPEL OF PEAC 
WE, whoſe proper Bulineſs it is to make M 
Wiſe and Good, and kindly affetioved to each oth 
E, whoſe Duty it is to pour Oyl into Woun 
t * ee > 


ASS 
and not to Inflame but Heal them. And as the H. 
ly 1990 is a Mediator between God and Man, 
WE cannot better follow his Steps, than at 
humble Diſtance to reſemble him, by diſchargin 


Church 
1ulatio 
OUS anc 
all moſt 


jim thagif the ſame Heavenly Office Between Man and Ma 
ve mol It will then be no Preſumption to ſay, If neith 
r Days 


Reaſon, nor our Common Intereſt, nor Re 


the nex] can reconcile Us, nothing but ſome Huge an 
out th mazing Calamity, ſome Univerſal Danger equa. 
h, if no ly threatning Us all, will be able to do it. An 


muſt we yet go on to make it almoſt Neceſſar 
that we ſhould be viſited with ſome ſoreAMiRtivi 
even in Mercy, to awaken our right Senſes, to mah 
vs forget our pernicious Quarrels, and to let 


e Out I 


1e Worſt 
nd wan 


ay mak ſee, how much it may concern us, with UNITE] 
the ver Hearts and Voices, to implore the Divine Pardon 
| are It then we will not Unite as Chriſtians, as Bri 
1ey lea thren, and Fellow. Subjects, Our Nation cannot 
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Exalted, Inſtead of that God may think fit 
viſit us with a PESTILENCE, obſerved 
divers Summers to have enlarg'd its Bounds, an 
onely to have ſuſpended its Rage in the Wiate 
and God onely knows when and where it will Sto 
For even the voiſome Peſtilence, with all its Terro 


is a leſs Evil than the preſent Plague of Diſuni 
and Hatred, which Wiſe and Good Men behc 


ties, th with aking and bleeding Hearts, For what mi 
„ we de the End of our III-Will, ſhall I fay, or rath 
widen i Rancour and Malice, ſo ſadly Reigning among u 


I pray God it terminate not in ſomewhat very T 


Ted WoW gical and Calamitous. | 

EAC To proceed HoweverSecure and Happy Wem 
lake M apprehend our ſelves, the War being now conc 
ach oth ded ; yet ſtill upon new Provocations, God m 


Woun 


ſuffer a new one (which I pray God avert) to bre 
2 - 


4 


L r 

t again. And how ſore a Judgment would that 
to tear open Wounds but newly Healed, eſpe- Wl 
ny when there appears fo bitter a Spirit amongſt 
many, chat MEN QF TEMPER, ſhould they 
W. call d upon to compoſe our Differences, would be | 
W Uſed or Suſpected, as if it were a Crime to make 
en Friends; and yet Experience may teach ; 
cry Man, that the moſt tender and gentle Hands { 
We molt proper to bind up Wounds ! 
To conclude —— Generous Minds forget Injuries, ] 
id Chriſtianity inſpires us with the moſt ſalutary 


Jorror of Revenge. The Warmth of Charity, like ! 
Sat of the Sun, does not conſume but cheriſh. / 
Ind if we will not attend to the ſoft Language of the 
W oſpel, which calls upon us to love, to bear, to 
Irbear and forgive; Our Country will be ſo far Ml * 
om being Exalted, that it may hereafter be called t 
ECHABOD, for its Glory will be departed from 
I affect not Melancholy Preſagings. But the time MY | 

come, in which it is Criminal to be Silent. In the 
8 Prophet's Language, T HE Y may be juſtly call'd 7 
©UMB DOGS, who have no Concern for e- 4 
N. 


W=ry thing which ought to be affecting to Men 
Jad Chriſtians. And I beſeech you, let not this 
ord of Exhortation ſeem Tedious or Offenſive,as I 
Wope it will not to Men poſſeſt with an inviolable 
Woyalty to their QUEEN, an affectionate Love 
their Country, a tender Regard for its Excel- 
Int and Happy Conſtitution in Church and State; 

Zeal for God's Glory, joined with a ſtrong Deſire 
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of Extinguiſhing the Fires of Contention, ſo plen 
fully at this time ſcattered amongſt Us. 
And this is not onely our Duty, but our Intereſt te 
becauſe Unity and Agreement are not onely t 
ſtrongeſt Bands and faireſt Tyes of Societies, b 
are they likewiſe ſome of the greateſt Happine 
of Life, and the Endearments of Converſation. 
there is ſo much pleafure in Private Friendſhip, 
loving One or Two, how much more in an Univerſf 
Benevolence, in a love extended to all Mankind! 
Let me conclude repeating this; THIS is t 
proper, MOST PROPER, way to Exalt o 
Nation, and make it Confiderable : whereas Mi 
underſtandings and Diſagreements, Contentio 
and Quarrels obſtruct the Happineſs of Mankin 
and as they are ever the REPROACH, ſoa 
they commonly the R U I NE of any People, 
That they may never beſotoUS, may AL 
MIGHTY GOD prant, for the ſake of the Ble 
TESUS, 5 
To whom with the HOLY GHOST be aſcrib'd, as 
moſt due, all Honour, Praiſe and Adoration, Mig 
Majeſty and Dominion, now, henceforth, and for eve 
more, Amen, 
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